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ted Pariſhes, 
St. BenediF Grace-C hurch, 


And 


St. Leonard Eaft-Cheap. 


Gentlemen, 

| HE Importunity of Friends, zs gene- 
rally ſuſpected to be but a feign'd Apology 

| of ſome conceited Writers, for the Publi- 
cation of their darling Concefttions ; and where its 
more than a mere pretence, I muſt confeſs my ſelf 
of the Opinion, That 'tis one of the weakeſt Mo- 
tives, for a Man's expoſing of himſelf, that can 


be: By ſignifying openly the repeated Requeſts of . 


both Pariſhes for the Printing this Sermon of Con- 
firmation, (it muſt be own'd) 1 clear my ſelf ſuf- 
ficiently from the former Imputation ; But how I 
ſhall get rid of the other Charge I know not, Tho' 


I ſbould declare, That you backd your Requeſts © 


with an Intimation, that ye thought it not only 4 
Seaſonable Diſcourſe, but a very ſerviceable one 
too: For, however the Firſt part of the CharaGer 
may be applicable enough to it, with reſpe& to the 
Time when, and occaſion on which 'twas Preach'd, 
T cannot be ſo fond of this mean, haſty Performance, 

MY 4s 


To the much Eſteemed, his very good 
Friends, the Inhabitants of the Uni- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


as to think the ” of the World will be PP chari- 
table, as ye have been, in admitting of the Itter : 
But, whatever ſucceſs it may have abroad, } am 
glad it had its intended effe& at home : which was, 
To make you ſtill more enamonr'd with, and bene- 
ted by on? of the Pious Conſtitutions of our Eſta- 
bliſhed Church ; for whith in General (I cannot 
without the bigheſt Ingratitude, omit this Oppor- 
tunity of Publiſhing it ) ye have muny of you a 
profound Veneration. That God Almighty would 
_ yon all every Day more and more in this ju - 
em for ber Principles and PraSices, i.e. Thas 
att daily ftrengthen you all in the Faith profeſs'd 
by her once deliver'd to the Saints, aud that ye may 
hawe ſach a right Judgment to follow ber reſpe- 
Five Injunions, as may ſettle in every one of your 
_ s ar wen Peace here, and procure for you ever- 
ppineſs hereafter, 7s the hearty deſire, 
Kr ty ty be (whilſt amongſt you) the continued 
Endeavonr of him, who profſſ himfelf with the 
greateſt Sincerity, 


Your moſt Obliged, 
AﬀeCtionate, 
Humble Servant 
In the Lord, 


P HIL., STUBS. 
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; Heb, vi. part of the Second Verſe. 


And of laying on of Hands, 


The Context runs thus, | 
Verſ. 1. Therefore Jeaving the Principles of the Do- 
Gtrine of Chrift, let us go on unto PerfeSion; not 
laying again the Foundation of Repentance from 
dead Works, and of Faithtowards God, 
Verſ. 2. Of the DoFrine of Baptiſms, aud of lay- 


on of , aud reGion of the 
IST TL 


| —\HE Words are in Proſecution of a 
' Digreſſion, begun by the Author of 
this Epiſtle, at the 11th. Verſe of 


_ the foregoing Chapter : Where, in 
the muddle of a Diſcourſe concerging the Au- 
thority and Dignity of our Saviaur's Prieſthood 
beyond that of Aaron's, he takes Occaſion to re- 

primand the Negligence and Improficiency of 


ſome 
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Ve 13» 


Eph. 4. 13 


ſome new Converts, in the Sublimer Myſteries of 
the Goſpel; Telling them, that he had many 
things more to ſay about thoſe Matters (which 
he afterwards reſumes again accordingly at the 
Beginning of the 7th. Chapter) but they; were 
ſuch, as were now hard to be uttered clearly e- 
nough, becauſe they were dull of hearing : For, 
faith he, as he goes on blaming them, when for 
the Time, that confiderable Time, that ye have 
profeſſed Chriſtianity, ye ought to be Teachers of 
others, ye have need ſome of you, That one teach 
you again which be the firſt Principles of the Works 
of God: and are become ſuch as have need of Milk. 
and not of flrong Meat : That is, they were yet ſuch 
Babes in Chriſt, as he expreſſes himſelf in the 
next Verſe, That they were hardly paſt their Ca- 
techiſm, as we ſay, That little Book which teaches 
young Beginners the firſt Rudiments of Reli- 
gion: Such an one, as is ſuppoſed to be hinted 
at in the Context, which did contain, amongſt 


' others, the reſpetive Dodrines there reckon'd 


up ; But now, that he might fully wean them 
from this Childiſh Dier, and by — 47 on 
riſhment rear them up_unto perfe&t Men, unto 
the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fullneſs of Chriſt ; 


he doth in the Words before us, like a wiſe 
Mafter in the School of the Bleſſed Feſws, 


2Cor 12. 16. catch them by Guile (that I may uſe his' own 


Phraſe 
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Phraſe in another Place) ſmoothing them up as 
1t were, and yet tacitly upbraiding them for 
their paſt Miſcarriage in this Particular : There- 
fore, (as if he had faid, If we mean not always 
to be Children) leaving the Principhes of the 
Doftrine of Chriſt, for ſhame, Let us go on unto 
Perfection : Not laying again the Foundation of Re- 
pentance from dead Works, &c. 

From which Reproof of our 4.poſtle, what 
Doftrine for our Inſtrution might be rais'd at 
this time, 1s very obvious: viz. That the Back- 
' wardneſs or Non-proficiency of theſe new Con- 
verts in Religious Matters, under the ableſt Tea- 
cher then in the World, was unconceivably 

reat : For that St. Paul was ſo, after our Savi- 
our's Aſcenſion, muſt be allowed by all; in that, 
He alone of all the Apoſtles was a Scholar be- 
fore he was a Chriſtian ; and ſo learn'd withour 
Inſpiration, That upon that ſingle Account he 


might with Modeſty enough have ſaid, He was 2 Cor. ::. ;. 


not a whit behind the wery Chiefeft Apoſtles, had 


not he, as he himſelf tells the Galatians, profited in ga1, . v2, uu 


the Jews Religion above his Equals, and receiv'd 
the Knowledge of our Saviour, as he did, zot 
from Men, but by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt. 
We might, I ſay, raiſe a good Head of Di{- 
courſe for our preſent Inſtruftion, from this, ge- 
neral Reproof of our Apoſtle, about the Back- 
| B wardneſs 
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- wardneſs or Non-proficiency of the Primitive 
Chriſtians in Religious Concerns, under the a- 
bleſt Teacher in the World ; did not the Buſi- 
neſs of this Day, and the Ignorance of too many 
even amongſt our ſelves, determine our Medita- 
tions ro that Part of the Context, where mention 
1s made, of laying on of Hands; By which Words 
what is to be underſtood, and what 1s con- 
tained in them, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew (with 
all the Brevity and Clearneſs I can) as a pro- 
per preliminary Subject, to the ſolemn Celebra-. 
tion of that pious, Primitive Inſtitution of Con- 
rmation, to be perform'd here this Afternoon, 
by the Right Reverend Father in God the Lord. 
Biſhop of this Diocels. | 
Now for the better, and more full Explication 
of. the Text, Be pleaſed to take notice, That 
Laying on of Hands, or Impoſttion of Hands, as. 
'tis more Scholaſtically term'd, Is a Sacred Rite, 
whereby fome Holy Perſon, that. prays for, or 
bleſſes another, particularly points out the Perſon 
fo pray'd for or bleſs'd as one, on whom Grace or 
other Special Benefit is to be conferr'd : Which 
accordingly we find made uſe of either in the 
Old or New Teſtament, in the Four following 
Inſtances, 
x, In ſimple BenediGion or Bleſſing of Perſons; 
Thus, in the Old Teſtmament, the Patriarch 7a- 
| cob. 
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.cob Ty blefling the Sons of Foſeph, laid bis Hands 
upon their Heads, Ger. 48. 14, 15. And in the 
New, our Saviour is ſaid, To take the little Children 
up in bis Arms, to Jay his Hands upon them, and 
bleſs them, Mark 10. 16. 

2. In Conſecration, or Ordination, of Prieſts 
or Miniſters ; Thus we read, Numb. 27. 18. un- 
der the Levitical Diſpenſation, The Lord ſaid 
unto Moſes, Take thee Joſhua the -Sorn of Nun, 
and lay thine Hand #por him; as a Conſequent 
of which we are told, Dext. 34. 9. That, Jo- 
fhua the. Son of Nun was full of the Spirit of 
Wiſdom, for Moſes had laid his Hands upon him. 
Conformable whereunto we have the like Pra- 
iſe regiſtred under the Goſpel-Oeconomy, 
Abs 13. 3- And when they had faſted, and pray- 
ed, and laid their Hands upon them, they ſent 
them away, meaning Barnabas and Saul, to whom 
God had thereby imparted Gifts proper for the 


Work whereunto he had called them; which like ag :2. 2. 


Gift St. Paul puts Timothy in Mind of, when 
he charges him thus, 1 Tim. 4. 14. Neglect not 
the Gift that is in thee, which was given thee by 
Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of 
the Presbytery. 

3- This Rite was made uſe of by our Bleſſed 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, in Caring Diſeaſes and 
Healing the Sick. So we find, Mark 6. 5. " 
B 2 | 
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he (our Saviour) could do no mighty Work in, his. 
own Country,. ſave that be. laid his Hands ufftu 4: 
few fick folk and healed them: Nay, This 
1 one of thoſe very ſigns promiſed to thoſe that 
ſhould believe in the Name of Chriſt, Mark 16.. 
13. They ſhall lay-Hands on the fick,, and they 
ſhall recover : Accordingly, St. Paul cur'd Pub- 
lixs's Father of a Fever, AGs 28. 8. 

Laſtly, This Rite was made uſe of in Scrip- 
ture, by the Apoſtles,. at Confirmation, or Prayer. 
with Inpoſition of Hands, for the Eſtabliſhment 
and ſtrengrhening ſuch in the Faith, as. bad been 
already Baptized; which Inſtitution of theirs Gad. 
was pleaſed fo far to approve of, faith a Reve- 

See Dr. Com-rend Author, © That he did aQually give-won-- 
evrh hon» « derful Meaſures. of. the Spirit, to thaſe on 
a oConfte.c whom they laid their Hands ; thereby. honou- 
« ring the Governours of his Church, and enga-. 
« ging all the Members thereof to be. ſubjeQ- to 
« them, and to be at Peace one with another. 
« This appears from that famous Inſtance, As, 
*14 quod deere © B+ 749 15, 16, 17... where, when the Samg-. 
« Petro & Jo” ©* ritans had been converted and baptized by. 
eſt, us Oratione * Phglip-the Deacon, they did not receive the: 
ts poor of Holy Ghoſt, until St. Peter and St. Fobn.had. 


manu impoſus, 


—_— & < confirmed them, * from whence the Fathers 
per eos ſpiritus CC generally deduce this Prattice. But that this- 
ſanius. Cypr. . 

pp adJubaian. © was generally conſtituted among the Apoſiles- 


&« 15g 


A—— 
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«zz evident, becauſe St. Paul mecting with ſome 
<« baptized Perſons at Epheſus, did in Jike man- 
« ner lay. his Hands upon them, and confirm 
«© them, AGs rg. 6. of which he minds them, 
< Eph. 1. 13, In whom alſo after that ye believed 
« Je were. ſealed- with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe. 
«* And ſo we may. juſtly believe he did in other 
«Churches, whereupon he faith to thoſe of Co- 
« rinth, 2 Cor. 1. 21, 22. He which confirmeth 


« 25 with you in Chrift, and hath anointed us, 
«God; who hath alſo ſealed us, &*c. 


Now, whether by the Do&trine of Laying on (46 4s. 


of Hands in the Text, is meant a!l the Four 
Sorts juſt mentioned, or that of Confirmation 
only, is not very material: For though ſome 


Commentators will have theſe Words ſpeak of all. 


of them, becauſe the Apoſtle juſt before men- 


tioned the DoGtrine of _— which they ſay 


includes the ſeveral. Species of it, 9i%.. That of the 
Jews, of John the-Baptift, and our Sawiour's, That 


of Blood, Matth. 20. 23. That of Fire, Matth. 3. . 


1-1 ; That of Water externally, as well as the 
Internal one of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Pet. 3. 21. 
And others more probably, will have them deſign 
Confirmation \ingly, becauſe he is here reckoning 
up the Fundamentals of Religion, amongſt which 
Impoſition of Hands in abſolving Penitents. (ano+« 


ther. Apoſtolical Uſage of. this Ceremony, tho! 
not : 


is? *'O os BeCa-- 
@v, Bc Xt - 
ons Nuas O85 * 
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not of expreſs Scripture Foundation) cannor be 
numbred, becaule taken in in the Word Keper- 
tance before; nor that of Ordination, becaule *ris 
one of thoſe Myſteries of Perfetion to which 
St. Paul goes on Chap. 7; nor either of the 
other two, upon very obvious Accounts: We may 
hence learn however, That Confirmation is gene- 
rally thought to be grounded here ; for which I 
might urge to you many Ancient Authorities : 
But becauſe I would not ſeem oftentatious, and 
Modern Writers are more Anthentick with ſome 
Men than the Primitive Fathers, let me juſt tell 
you that moſt of the old Reformed Divines of 
Note, ſuch as Bezs, Ihyricus, Chemmitins, Zan- 
chius and others are of this Opinion : particu- 


v. Calvin. ſup, larly Calvin (who ſhall ſtand for all) is expreſs 


cap. 6. ad Heb. 


comm, 2. 


. lis, &c. 


upon the Place, Hie unus locus abunde teſtatur 
bujus Ceremonia originem fluxiſſe ab Apoſto- 
| This one Place, ſaith he, evidently ſhews 

that Confirmation was inſtituted by the Apeſtles. 
Having thus explain'd to you at large the 
meaning of my Text, and ſhewn, that by the 
Dodrine of laying on of Hands 1s meant Confirna- 
tion, the Buſineſs of this Day, I ſhall now diſmiſs 
the Words, and ſpeak to the thing it felf, what 
may be ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion; And 
that I may omit nothing pertinent, I ſhall pro- 

ſecutemy Diſcourſe in the following _—_ 
1. I (hall 
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r. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, That Confirms- 
tion was not to be a temporary Rite in the Church 
_ only for: the Apoliles times, (as ſome would have 
it) becauſe of the viſibly different effes it had 
then, from what it has now, but perpetnal for after 
Ages. 

_— I ſhall confider with whom: the Power of 

Confirming 1s now lodg'd;, and ſhew, according 
to the Practice of the Church of England, that it 
ought to be executed by the Biſbop alone. 

3- I ſhall offer to you what are, or may be- 
the Benefits of ſuch our Confirmation; and,. 

Laftly, The Qualifications and Duty of fuch- 
as intend to be, or are already Confirmed, 

And Firſt then, That Confernation was not. to- 
be a mere temporary Rite, calculated only for the 
Exigencies of the Apoſtolical Times, bur a per- 
petual Uſage for the Benefit of all ſucceeding Ages, 
I might plainly prove from the combined Te- 7.,,uims, 
ſtimony of all the Fathers almoſt,” not a few ©prian, Ori- 
Councils, and: the conſtant PraGtice: of the Ea- roſe, 5r. Cy-- 
ſtern and* Weſtern Churches from the hearty Netunes 3, 
Deſires for its Reſtauratien. of the moſt emi- 2%", I: of 
nent Reformers, ſuch were Calvin, Bullinger, Evic, thn of 
and' others above-cited , together with the Pg. 6. 
Obedience thereunto of the Bohemian and Luthe- y. chemi. 
ran Churches, as unto an: Apoſtolical.Praftice ; from 771,005 


the Earneſt Suffrages after, and: endeavours for > 74: 259-- 
| the - 
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the reſettling of ir here in England, by ſome of 
the ableſt Presbyterian Miniſters; Who, towards 
the clole of the late Times of Confuſion,when their 
Zeal for what-they call'd Reformation began to 
abate, ( ſeeing ſome amongſtithem under that 
fulſlome pretence had Reform'd all Religion al- 
moſt out-of Doors) and they began to contrive 
the retrieving ſuch Sacred Inſtitutions, which 

thould -contribute ro the Advancement of Purit 
and Concord in the Churches of theſe King- 
doms: Confirmation, which is very remarkable, 
had the good Luck to be thought upon by. them, 
as one that deſerv'd their utmoſt, ant call:d -for 
their earlieſt Application ; accordingly upon oc- 
Toned wne,oran caſion of one Hanmer's Book, that was printed on 
on Confirmati- that Subje&t in the Year 1658, Mr. Foſeph Ca- 
0,9 Jonathan yl in his Approbation of cit, tells the World, 
fir of the Gef: That Confirmation or Impoſition of Hands with 
Prayer, for the compleating of Church-Member- 
ſhip, (which is what Mr. Hanmer pleads for, 
and is one main Deſign of Confirmation amongſt 
« & os nw us) Would be Perfeftive of the nmch deſired and 
the Tivle-Page. Jonged-for Reſtauration of the Churches to their Pri- 
See bis Leer mitive Purity, Mr. fohn Howe faith the ſame 
is Preſet. oreat things of it, though in other Words, That 
'twas the only expedient to extricate the Church out 
of thoſe many perplexing Difficulties, through which 


*twas ſtriving forwafds towards a Reformation; 


———<—_ 
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Mr. Hughes of Plymonth Styles it there, a Ratio- Toke Reader 
nal and Chriſtian Inſtitution ; Mr. Richard Baxter 
approves of it in his Saint's Reft, Book of Infant 
Baptiſm, and another of Right to Sacraments, but 

here more particularly, ( beſides many Eulogies 

given to it) concludes that it ought to be enter- Tote Chriſtian 
tain'd with univerſal Alacrity: upon ſeveral Ac- ** 
counts. 1. Becanſe it is ſo commonly received by 
Proteſtants. 2. Becauſe it is excellently ſuited 

to the . joint promoting of Holineſs and Unity; and 

ſo on. Laſtly, to name no more ( though I 

might urge to you the New-England People, who 

allow of it, as is plain from Mr. Cotton's Way of 

the Churches there, Chap. 2. $. 2.) Mr. Ralph ro the gerzan 
Venning in his Commendation of it, after he ©" 

| ſays, That he doth not ſee how it can be negheSed 

without a wery great Prejudice to Church-Commu- 

nion:; adds, But haply, ſome may be ſo nice, as to 

be offended with the Name, and diſlike Contirma- 

tion for fear of Biſhoping, as if that old faſhion'd- 

Garment had but a piece of new-nam'd Cloth put 

to it, and dreſs'd up in anather mode; to which 

he immediately ſubjoins this ſarcaſtical Quary, 

If it were ſo, can no good come out of Nazareth ? 

Bonus odor weritatis ex re qualibet. Intimating 

thereby very ingenuouſly, as I conceive, That 
Confirmation as 'twas praCtis'd in the Church of 

England by Biſhops (before they were unjuſtly 

C 


thrown 
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thrown out) was a wholeſome Inſtitution, and 
therefore not tobe rejected ; ſince Truth muſt be 
readily embrac'd where-ever 'tis met with; which 
15no ſmall Encomium, conſidering (eſpecially) it 
came from a known Adverſary to us. 
Thus might we have the concurrent Senſe and 
Practice of the Catholick Church for the Perperuity 
of Confirmation, of Modern Divines, as well as 
Ancient ; Proteſtants, as well as Papifts ; Calvi- 
niſts as well as Lutherans; Nonconformiſts as wel! 
as Church of Englant Eh, : But the Modeſty of 
ſome Perſons is ſo great, that a Cloud of Wit- 
nefles for any Dofrine thzt thwarts their pre- 
{ent Inclinations, ſhall appear to them but as 
one of Smoak that ſoon vaniſhes away ; Nay, 
rather than be convinced, /or acknowledge them- 
ſelves to be in an Erepte, their own Private 
ſhallow Judgment ſhall ſway with them more, 
than the united ſober Opinions even of the 
Heads of their own Party. - How ſhall we be- 
lieve, ſay theſe Men, That Confirmation was to- 
be a perpetual Rite ; or ſay, as you Church-Men 
See in thePro- do, That your Impoſition of Hands is after the 
per Colle, Pp 
in the Offce of Example of the Apoſtles? When *tis ſo far from 
> nan many it, That the effets then conſequent thereuponare 
ro he x NOW wholly ceas'd: Weread indeed,in the Eighth 
we bave laid gnd Nineteenth Chapters of the As of the Ho- 


py Ode, ly Apoſtles, that. when Confirmations were held: 
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by St. Peter and St. John at Samaria, and St. Paul 
at Epheſus, The Holy Ghoſt viſibly and miracu- 
louſly ſer a Seal to this Ordinance, by beſtowing 
on the Perſons confirm'd extraordinary Giits, 
ſuch were that of Prophecy, ſpeaking with 
tongues, and the like, neceſſary for thoſe times; 
upon which account they might well ſay, Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt: But where is that bold 
Prelate amongſt you, that dare pretend to any 
ſ{uch Power now ? | 
Nor do any of our Biſhops make uſe of that 
Form in Confirmation, but only pray, That God g.. je pene. 
would defend that Child, or Servant of his, on 9990" "ne 
whom they Jay their Hands, with his Heavenly ficmation. 
ſttengthening Grace,&c. Whoſe Prayers, together 
with thoſe of a great many devout People afſem- 
bled at ſuch times, we cannot doubt, but are effe- 
Qual for the obtaining that Blefling, for all ſuch 
who are qualified to receive 1t, and are not Cor- 
tentious or Deſpiſers of the Church of God. x Cor. 17, 16. 
And that no more than this, iz. The obtain- ** 
ing the inward Graces of God's Holy Spirit for 
ſome that were confirmed, was defigned by the 
Apoſtles themſelves in their Confirmations, 1 think 
may be fairly gather'd from that veryPlace,alledg'd 
to the contrary, out of the Eighth Chapter of the 1ie20. zene 
As : For as our Right Reverend Dioceſan hath "3," ,7 <2, 
obſerved, where this Power is mentioned, « There fr=ation- 
C& fi TY 
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<« is no Exception of Ape, Sex, or Profeſlion ; but 
« all indifferently that had been baptized re- 
« ceived the Holy Ghoſt by Impoſition of Hands 

& As it is laid, Afs ro. 47. when St. Peter 

« preach'd at Cornelins's Houſe, the Holy Ghoſt 
« fell upon all that were to be baptiz'd,as a Token 
« of their being fit for.it, Verſe 48. Which if ſo, 
< If the Caſe be thus, that the Holy Ghoſt fell 

« on all indifferently, and that all could net 
< Propheſie, all had not the Gift of Healing or 

« of Tongues, nay, that all had not a Share of 

<« any outward Gitt ; then certainly they, whom 

© God ſeparated not to any Office of the 
« Church by ſome outward Gift, for the Con- 

« verſion or Edification of others, had, only 

« ſome outward ſhew paſſed upon them for the 

<« greater Evidence of the inward Gifts of the 

« Spirit of Grace, Gratie gratum facientis. 

This, 1n ſhort then, I take to be the Sence of 
our Church in this Matter ; That the Holy 
Ghoſt is given us in this Ordinance, not to make 
us able to propheſie, to ſpeak with Tongues, or 
the like, But to know the Word, and to do the 
Will of God as well as we can. To which Pur- 
poſe, that I may conclude this Head, hear what 

the _-_ St. 4uftin ſaid long ago againſt the Donatiſts; 
lid, 3. ap. 16-Neque enim temporalibus &- ſenſibilibus miraculis 
per Manus Impoſitionem, &c. The Spirit which. 
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7s now given by [mpolition of Hands, 7s. not at- 
teſted by temporal and ſenſible Miracles, as it was 
at firſt, for the Commendation of our Faith while 
'twas young, and to enlarge the Beginnings of the 
Church : For who expe&s now, That thoſe on whom 
Hands  are-laid, for receiving the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſhould preſently begin to ſpeak with Tongues : But 
yet, the Divine Lowe is underſtood to be ſecretly 
and inviſibly inſpired into their Hearts, by the Bond 
of Peace, which enables them to ſay, The Love of 
God is ſpread abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Spi- 
rit that is given us. The Conſequence of which 
will be, That we ought nor any of us to deſpiſe 
Confirmation, becauſe 'tis not attended with 
miraculous Gifts, which have ceaſed above 1200 - 
Years ago.; ſince though it imparts no Gifts to 
us now,yet it may be the means of communicating 
ſuch Graces, as may enable us to perform our 
Duty, and practiſe it to the obtaining of Eter- - 
nal Life, which 1s far better. 
As for thoſe theretore, who would have Com 
rmation now wholly laid aftde, as not according 
to the Example of the Apoſtles, becauſe in the In- 
fancy of the Church, the Holy Ghoſt was in ſome 
Caſes miraculouſly beſtowed by ſuch 'Tmpoſetion 


of Hands, which ought not for good Reaſons ;,, wwe; - 


9 Perc Libertas Feele- 
to be expected now; They may as well, 'tis Zr: Fee 


thought, aſſert that the Impoſition of Hands for Chap. «5. : 


Ordi-. 
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Heb, 5. 9. 


| 


Alliance of Di- 


Bleſſed of 


Ordination, ts not continued in the Church from 
the Example of the Apoſtles, becauſe then the 
Holy Ghoſt was ſometimes extraordinarily given 
thereby; or that our Praying and Preaching is not 
a doing that, for which we have the Apoſtles 
for an Example, becauſe we cannot by them ex- 
pect, we do not any where find, amongſt thoſe 
thac pretend chicfly to the Spirit, ſuch wonder- 
ful Gifts, as ſometimes were conferred under the 
Apoſtles Doctrine, and by their Prayer. But, 
2dly, If the Rite of Impoſition of Hands in 
Confirmation is to be perpetual : Our next En> 
quiry muſt be, where, or with whom the Pow- 
er of thus Laying on the Hands 1s lodg'd. ' The 
Presbyterians all ſay, With the Prieſts; We of the 
Church of England unanimouſly, With the Bz- 
ſhops ; and that for this Reaſon amongſt others, 
Becauſe the Dignity of their Office chiefly gives 
Authority to bleſ$ (according to that Rule of che 
Apoſtle , without all contradiftion, The Leſs is 
the Greater, ) Which Reaſon, as it was 
back'd by that early notable Example, of St. Pe- 
ter's and St. Jobn's Miſſion from Jeruſalem to 
Samaria, to confirm thoſe whom St. Philip had 
baptiz'd, but could not confirm, made this Cu- 
ſtom ſo prevail in the Church, That, we are 


wiz offs , told, there cannot be produc'd any anthentick 
*9: + -25S Teſtimony out of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, where 


a mere 
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a mere Presbyter preſumed to exerciſe the Office 
of confirming, which was ever in the Primitive 


Church reſerved to the Biſhop alone. This 
I might largely prove out of Antiquity, particu- 


larly that known Place of Se. Cyprian, Qui in Cypr. #p. «d 
Eccleſia Baptizantur, Prepoſitis Eccleſie offernn- 3.x. beraicis. 


tur, &c. T hoſe that are Baptized in the Church, 
are preſented to the Biſhops to be confirmed. Ut per 
noſtram orationem ac manus Impoſitionem Spiritunt 
fanum conſequantur, That by our Prayers and Im- 
poſition of Hands they may receive the Holy Ghoſt. 
But I muſt haſten to my Third: Head, remarking 
this by the Way, That whether the Power of- 
Confirmation be lodg'd with Biſhop or Prieft, we 
of. this Church are certainly in the right, which 
our Diſſenting Brethren may not be: For, if- 
thoſe only can Confirm, who are called to the 
Office of a Biſhop, as the Primitive Writers gene- 
rally affirm conformable to the Practice of the 
Caiholick Church, we have ſuch Eiſhops amongſt 
us, whilſt they confeſſedly have not ; If Prieſts 
may do it, our Biſhops are, by the Confeſſion of 
them all, Lawful] —_— in the Church of God: 
So that the Caſe ſtands thus betwixe us, If Prieſts 


may confirm, we have ſuch as well as they, by their 
own Conceſſion ; If Biſhops only (as moſt bur 
themſelves hold) we have them, whilſt they have 
not. 


Bur 
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But now in pleading for Confirmation by Bi- 
ſhops only, I would not be thought (as ſome 
ſlanderouſly inſinuate we of -the Church do ens 
deavour) to make it a Sacrament, nay fet it a« 
bove either of the Secraments inſtituted by our 
Bleſſed Saviour ; becauſe we allow a Deacon ta 
officiate in the Lord's Supper, and a Prieſt to 
Baptize, bur only a Biſhop forſooth can confirm : 
No, in this we only follow the Inſtitution and 
Praftice of the Catholick Church, which reſerv'd 
Solemn Benedictions as As of Paternal Authos 
rity to the Biſhops alone; but are ſo far from 

ar. 25th. of te holding. Confirmation a Sacrament, That we ex- 

Samay Bg- preſs! y tay, Thoſe Five commonly called Sacras 
ments in the Church of Rome, viz. Confirmation, | 
Penance, Orders, Extream Unction and Matris- ? 
mony, are not ſuch; for that they have not any. 

outward wiſuble ſign or Ceremony (ordained of God) 

as Tokens of inward and ſpiritual Grace there- 

by conferred. And the Papiſts muſt ſuffer us 

to beg their Pardon, it we reject the Mig, xeiow, 

or anointing Oyl made uſe of by them in Confar- 

mation as an outward viltble Sign, &vc. ( which 

yet we confeſs was anciently uſed in Baptiſm 

and in Confirmation too as a Ceremony only ) to- 

gether with the Box on the Ear which the Biſbop 

gives the confirmed Party, the Binding of the Fore- 

head for Seven Days after, and Abundance other 

Legerdemain 
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Legerdemain Tricks fooliſhly and ſuperſtitiouſly 
brought into this Religzous Performance by them, 
till we have as expreſs Warrant from Scripture 
or Reaſon for them, as we have for Inpoſition 
of Hands, which they have irreverently, | I may 
lay, Sacrilegiouſly thrown out of this Office, but 
we have reſtor'd, ſince the Reformation, to its 
Primitive Uſage. | 
Nor do we allow this Impoſition of Hands, 
to be a ſacramental Sign of pardoning and fatis- 
fying Grace, as Water, Bread and Wine, are 
in the Sacraments properly ſo called, and which 
are Means of conveying that Grace unto. us ; 
But we look upon that Ceremony here uſed, , 
only © as an immediate Repreſentation of a' Be- Lieve, Eecef 
© rediGion ; and of being thereby received into = "m4 | 
« a higher Degree of Chriſtians, by: the Mini- - 
*« ferial Power of the Church; and though fur- 
© ther Grace frem God is needful in this higher , 
% Degree, and humble and deyout Perſons may 
© receive Grace from God. ſuitable to whatſo- 
« ever State he calleth them ; yet Grace is-in 
< theſe Caſes to be expected in the Uſe of Pray- 
© ex, and from the Promiſes of God's Aſſiſtance 
« to, and Preſence with his M:nifters, - and Peo- 
< ple, not immediately by the- uſe of Impoſetion 
« of Hands; The Benefits conſequent' upon 
© which, as it is joined with the Prayers of the 


D Biſhop, 


A SERMON 


Biſhop, and other Holy Chriſtians, I come next 
to conſider, as my Third Head. 

3- Now the Benefits received by Impofition of 
Hands in Confirmation, with the Biſhops and' the 
Church's Prayers, are very great and many: Bur 
ſhall crowd them for the preſent, into the three 
following. The Firſt, with Reſpe& to the Cons 
firmed Perſons, as herein immediately concern'd; 
the other Two, with Relation to the Eftabliſbed 
National Church of Chriſt, as it at preſent awe 
circumſtantiated in England. 

Pirſt, As to the Perſons immediately cog 
cern d; The Benctir they receive by Confirmation, 
if duly qualified, 1s the Infufron of that Heavens 
ly Grace into their Hearts, mention'd m the Bi-- 
ſbop's Benedifiion, and ſpecified m the Frft-Proy- 

gee BY: 223. 079 a8 WE are aſſured our of the Office of Conſirmy- 
tion as long ago as St. Anbvroſe's Time, To'be 
the Sprrit of Wiſdon and of Onderſtandin 23 Of 
Wiſdom, i. e. in ſpiritual Matters; and of *Ut- 
anting, i. e. of apprehending what" we 
are taupht 3 The Spirit of Caſe! and of Ghoſtly 
Strength ; of Counſel, 3. e. of prudent managing. 
all our Actions ; ; and of Ghoftly Srrength, 4. e: 
executing all one Religions Purpoſes ; Thep#: 
nit of Knowletlge, and of Trae Godlineſe'$1of 
Knowledpe, 3. e. of diſcerning berweem Cool 


and Evil; and of True Gotllineſs, F 6, of [Devo- 
| tron: 
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tion in God's Service; Lqftly, The 'Spirit of 
Fear, i. e. of Reverence towards God in all our 
Actions: And what an ineftimable Advantage 
is this, if we reap this great Bleffing fron; Cor- 

rmation, as I queſtion not, but every pious 
Chriſtian doth, who is ſincere in his Intentions 
and Endeavours? If we are from henceforward 
wiſe and apprehenſive, prudent and courageous 3 
diſcreet in our choice; devout in our Duties ; 
and pious in our Lives; what Graces will there 
be wanting? Which of them will not ſpring from 
this Root ? We ſhall then be endued with Cha- 
rity, and the Love of God ; Humility and 
Watchfulneſs ; Faith and Holinefs ; Meekneſs 
and Patience ; Temperance and Chaſtity ; every 
thing that may 'make us good Chriſtians, good 
Communicants ; Whence a Second Benefit of Con- 
firmation ariſes to the National Church of Chrift 
here eſtabliſhed amongſt us. 

2. *Tisa known jnvetexate Prejudice fown in 
the Minds of moſt Presbyterigns, Independants, 
and others among us, That we admit to the 
Holy Sacrament, all. ſorts of Comers, good or 
bad, - odly or profaye, without any Care, or 
the teaſt Diſtinftion : To which (though I 
might anſwer, That their own Communzions, 
however they may pretend them to He made up 
of the only Saints ! 2H on Farth, are but” mixt 

IF 3 ones, 


Id, ibid. 
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ones, (as is too evident from the ſcandalous 
Lives of many of their moſt zealous Profeſſors 
as well as ours) and that whatever 'is amiſs 
amongſt us of that Nature, might have been cured 
long ſince by that Diſcipline,wiſh'd for every Year 
Preface ro whe 111, the Aſb-IVedneſday (ervice, did not they indu+ 
mann” ftriouſly hinder its Reſtauration, by bug-bearing 
People into ſtrange Notions of its Popiſbueſs, 
Prelateneſs, and I know not what Miſchiewouſ- 
neſs beſides:) I ſay, though I might reply thus 
to them, yet we may hence all of us afford them 
a more convincing Argument to the contrary, 
and at the ſame time demonſtrate the great Ad- 


vantages of Confirmation, which we have, but 
they have not yet received amongſt them, though. 
See abeve p48. confeſſedly of ſo very great Uſe. That is, let 


5 us every one of us, who ſhall be, or are alrea- 


dy confirm, but approach to the Holy Sacra-. 

And there ſep 9er8t (and no Body ought to come near it be- 
oo Kart fore Confirmation, as ours with the Primitive 
Communion, un- Church expreſſes its Unwillingneſs in the laſt 
1 ſuch ime © R brick, of the Office for it) with devouter Af 
& Rubr. 27: fetions, and live to better Purpoſe after Confir- 
of Cenfirma- y7ation than before we did, and we cannot fail 
of doing a great deal of Honour to God Al- 

mighty, by thus vindicating our Church's Con- 
ſtitutions, and doubly ſtopping the Mouths of: 
theſe Gain-ſayers; as cffeQually we do, 
' 3- Thoſe 
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.. Thoſe of the Anabaptiſts : The chicteſt - Humfral S 
of whole Objections againſt our Infant-Baptiſme, 6 Diat.ore- 


is, That ir doth not lay fo ſtri& an Obligation $-oae tka * 


upon Men, as that of Adult Perſons - IT. + 
ſee, how the Force of that is taken away by the 

right Uſe of Confirmation amongſt us; For, do 

they call for a Perſonal covenanting with Chriſt 

in Believers ? Here we have it, every confirm d Seethe Biſbey's 
Perſon taking upon him, or her ſelf thoſe Vows je CErrma, 
which were made for them in Baptilm by Proxy z #9" ee 
Do they require Publick Solemnity in this Mats 

ter, for a firmer Engagement of Men to their 

Duty ? Our Confirmation anſwers this their Ex- 

pectation to a Tittle: For we ever renew our 
Baptiſmal Vow, in the Church, | the moſt Publick 

Place ſet apart; for God's Publick: Worſhip, be; 

fore the. Biſbop and others, God's publick Mzni- - 
fters, and a full Congregation frequently. Is. 

there any thing elſe, that; can . engage Perſons 

more rigidly to the Performance of. this. Cove» 

zant, which-the Anabaptiſts don't require?. Can -+ 

a particular Witneſs, that may frequently. ſtir us 

up to the Remembrance of .our Solemn Promiſe 

made to God: before his. People, be deſired: for- 

this end ? That nothing may be wanting| to.rens., -- 

der People as much Chriſtians as can .be, Que. 

Church enjoins, That every one ſhalt have, a Gods. rnibe.. wh. is + 
father or God- mother, as a Witneſs of their Confar= ce chal 

mation... - | 
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mation. Which Order, were it not neplefted 
as I-fear it is roo much, wou'd make our” Provi. 
ſion more effeQual for the promoting of Chriſtia- 
nity, and leſs exceptionable, than the Rebapti- 
zation of theſe our Adverſaries. But now, - © 
Fourthly and Laſtly, That theſe Three Bene. 
fits of Con furmation may truly redound to ours 
and the Church's Good, The Perſon 'tmmed} 
rub. +4. in the ately concern d, muſt be of a competent Age, 
Carebim. Which is the firſt Qualification, ought to be re- 
quired of Perſons that do deſire to be confer | 
med. 

'Twas the Praftice of the Church of Roire at 
firſt, to confirm Children preſently after Pops 
tiſm; not many Years ago here in England wr 

Mizori ſeptee. Bid it not till they were Five Years of Ay 
no Cofirmet- 2nd in a late Conned, younger than that of Treat. 


onis Sacramen- 


rum nemini pr (fince the Printing of our Common-Prayer pre 


Medial 1. Cap. they have prohibited the Adminiſtration 


Que print” to all under Seven at leaſt. 
Confirmes. a { am glad, I confels, to fee a Charch Ai 


nee” boaſts ſo much of her Antiquity, doth nor think 
Gas e-mus 208 her {elf yet too old to learn: But the has not 


> eqprllge reached the Prudence of our Conſttrarion for all 
ſepimun_ce1e that; There being ſome at Seven, nay at Twelve 


annum differre, 


Maxime conve- (which 1 1s thought early enongh by ſome) what 


ny Panedos through difference of Educarion, want of nas 


— E9.4Convr- eral Parts, and other the like Impediments, are 
as 


«2 6 
We” 
- «\ 

AY 
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as uncapable of anſwering the End and Deſign 
of Confirmation, as others are..at Five: Our 
Church therefore by requiring, that Perſons to 
be confirm'd, ſhould be of a competent Age, leaves 
it to the Care of Miniſters, Parents, God-fathers, 


Maſters, or other Truſtees, That they recom- © 


mend none tothe Bz/bop, but ſuch as are of Years 
of Diſcretion enough. (be they older or younger) 
to make a Renunciation of the Devil, the Pompe 
and Vanitzes of the World, with all the 
Luſis of the; Fleſb ; and can:give a tolerable ac» 
count of | the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Tet 
Commandments and the Sacraments. Thoſe there» 


fore, who bring/or ſend any to Confirmation who. | 


an only, ſay their Catechiſm by Rote, and are 
not duly qualified, as has: been' faid;; | 
they mean well in the main, I don't doubt, yet 
they muſt be look'd upon - as ſuch; who grolsly 
abuſe their Charge, and expoſe this Holy Irfti- 
tution to the. uſt Scoffs of the Enemy, who will. 
de ſure to brand it; wpon this Account, as -2:ridt-- 
alous, nicleſls Grremony. | 

<dly, As Perſons deſirous of | Confirmation;. 
muſt be of a competent Age, fo:be they never {o- 
old, they ſhould oor; be: ed'twice;;. Tas: a 


” 


pious Errour, 4 verily bdieve, DE many, . 


who thinking they can't have the. Blaſſing of a. 


Holy Man too often, follow the Biſhop almoſt: 
| where-- 
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whereſoever he goes... But ſuch are to be acs 
quainted,” ſince 'ris hardly poſſible to avoid the 
Impracticableneſs 'of its Reiteration in 
Cities, that there is no more need of'a Second 
Confirmation than there is of a Second Baptiſm. ' 
3aly, The laſt Qualification of Perſons tobe 
confirmed is, That "they come: 'with 'Dewotion 
and Rewerence, not for Faſbion's Sake or Compys 
ny's Sake only, as I fear, is the Caſe of too many. 
They who come to Confirmation, ſhould be as 
much in earneſt,' as if they were going to the 
Holy Sacrament, or were even upon their Deaths 
See the Interro- Beds : For when they anſwer all, I do, to' the 
pg of- Biſhop's Queſtion, who asks them, Whether they 
fie of Confit-yyill now re'eaſe their God-fathers and God-mo» 
thers from the Vow they rook in their Dy 
and take it now in Perſon, 
They ſolemnly promiſe the utmoſt Diligence 
and endeavour in their Chriſtian Warefare ; the 
Breach of which he will moſt grievouſly: puniſh 
in the negligent; but to the reſt will -afford 
ſuch Strengthening Grace, as may enable them 
to overcome the Powers of Darkneſs, and gain 
that immortal Prize, the Crown of Glory which 
he has laid up for all them, who fhall fight 4 good 
Fight, and feniſb their Courſe, by continuing fan 
ful t to the End. . 


Having 
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Having thus explain'd':to you 'at large the 
Nature of . Confirmation, :told-yout who only has 
Authority .to [confirm ,/ ſet; ;down' the'/Bexefete- 
of it, and hinted at' the-Quahfications of {uch' 
as are deſirous. of them. 

Give me leave, before I'difmiſs/you, to-pre- 
ſent you in Miniature, 'withan exa@t'Repreſen- 
tation of - the, whole, :according-/to-the exatteſt 
Model of the Excellent Eraſmns : Who, in his 
Wiſhes for a: more uſeful Confirmation than that 
in the Charch' of Rome, many Years ago; ſcemsme- 
thinksprophetically as it were;ta deſcribe whatwe 
ſhall ſee perform'd here this CC ——— 
are to this Purpoſe; in: his larger "Preface to: his EE, 
Annotations =pons new''T 57 nia :You':ſhall > vr port: 
ſee, faith her: now, :Comedies cated *in! ſorrie £2 nom 
Churches (meaning thoſe under the Papal:Jurifo=* & & 
diction) of the Fckiteerttion of Ce of : big dam. Po 268. 
Alcenſion to..Heavep, -ob. his ſending: the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the Jike':| But how magnificentwould 
this Spetacle be;'1/To# hearithe- Voice of many © * 
Youths dedicating themſelves to Feſus Chrift # = = + 
of many Striplings taking :their-Oarh 'of Aﬀlegit -- 
ance to hiw.. at.the:Hands ofthe Biſhop ?-'Fo _..:\.,”.;. 
ee theſe new'\;Chriſtiatis, «char \cjery their: Gee? 77 
neral's Mark: inutheir Foreheads, which they rev" + 
ceivedat the facred'Laver, renounciag the World +- 
which all-lies-jn 'Wickedne(s,;-abjuring\ and:hif- ©. 

E 


ſing 
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ſing at the Devil, with all his Pomps, Pleaſures 

and Works; and to hear. the Voice of the reſt 

of the Multitude applauding and wiſhing well 

to theſe young Soldiers of Chrif. © 

And let us, who have been nk confirn'd 

ſo heartily wiſh well to themall, that we may at 

the ſame rime look well co our ſelves, whoare'e+ 

very one of us equally-.concern'd in the Buſineſs 

of the Day: Our Church having appointed 

Confirmation as well as Baptiſm, to be admini- 

ſtred Publicly, that her ſeveral Members, may 

have frequent - opportunities / of . being put//in 

mind of thofe Vows, which! God knows; the. 
beſt of us are too prone to forget. 

-: 1, That we. may. thenialb-of: us' improve chis fa 

© vourable on& t00bhr great Advantage, Let .me ' 

conclude; the | whole: Diſcourſe, with-a Word 

of Advice to-every- one of you here preſent. As 

well to you 'who are already confirmed, as you 

who ſhall be by:and by, inthe incomparable Ex- 

73 yeur: hortation of; the. Greck' Gliurch to-her Cates 


ov £TANgwIH 


aconing 37s ehiumens when they | promiſe to become Chri- 
- tu %* & tians. The Bozds are: now ſeal d, and Chriſt has 


7, 7% W- pocery d thei, who is in Heaven': Mind: your Pro- 


24s, QUASE& TE, 

Ki. "Anirakis miſes, and fulfil * your - Engagements, which will 
Fe conega be openly produc'd at the Day of Fudgment : --Take 
Entol.Gre Heed ye bluſh net at Chriſt's dreadful Tribunal 
; gt 6. where all the. Powers ” Heaven tremble, and 'dll 


mm 


- of Confirmation, (gc. 


Mankind flands to be judg'd: Where the Devil 
will be preſent to accuſe you, ſaying, Lord, this 


Wretch in "word renounced me--at thy Altar, be« 


fore the Biſhop, other thy Miniſters, and the 
whole Congregation, but in Deed was my Ser- 
vant : Then Angels ſhall ſigh, and Holy Men be- 
wail their Miſery : But Father” nor Mother cannot 
help you; Brethren and Friends will not own you, 
but every Man fſball be naked and defiitute-; Con- 
ider therefore, and provide for your own Safeties 


in this Life, that ye may | be all happy in the - 


Next. | cE 
Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, &c. 


To whom with the Sn,” and. the Holy, Ghoj 
Trinity in Unity, and Onity in Trinity; 


aſcribed by the whole World, | all poſfiible- - 


Adoration, Honour and Glory. 


As it was in the Beginning, is; now;..aud ever - 


ſball be, W orld without End. .- Amen. 0 
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FINIS. 
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Books Printed for Henry Bonwicke, at the Reds 
Lion iz St. Paul's Chareb-Tard. o 


T# E General Hiſtory of the Reformation of the C burch 
written in Latin by John Sleidan, fairhfully Engliſhe@ 
To which is added a Continuation |to the End of the Fo 
of Trent, by E. Bohun ax ph in Folio. 

Two Uſeful Caſes reſolved. - Whether a Certainty of ba 
ing in a State of Salvation be utainsble. 2. What is the Rule 
by which this Certainty is to be attain'd: 

A Sermon Preached at the Funeral of the Reverend Mr. 
John Culme, Vicar of Knowſtone andv\Molland, . in; Devon : | By 
Lewis Southcomb, ReQtor of Roſe- Aſh. 

Of- Publick' Baptiſm. . A. Sermon Preached | before: ths 
Lord "Mayor, &c, at Guild-Hall-Chapel, Nov. 2oth. 1698 

By Philip Stubs, A. M. 

Diſcourſe, proving from Scripture and Reales, that the ; 

Eife of Man is not limited by wp, abſoute Decree 'of God, By is 
the Author of the Duty of Man; :& oc... ; % 
"EATII'S 2 'ETPHNH: Or Hope and Peace :; In; + Letter to ; 
Perſon troubled in Mind, who ( though'a Vertnons'Lady yet © 
Iaboured under the great Scrupulolities, Doubts and Fears, and» 
ſome uneaſie —_ of Deſparation, By a Divine of the ; 
arch of E |Þ TE 7 
The Art en Catechiſing, or or\the Compleat. Catechiſt, .in Four- 
Parts. 1. The Church-Catechiſm reſolved into.caſic Queſtions, 
2. An Expoſition of it in a continued, full and plain Diſcourſe,” 
3. The Church-Catechiſi reſolved into Scripture-Proofs. 4. The” 
Whole Duty of Man fitted for the meaneſt Capacities, -the- 


vyhiv- 
Sw 


weakeſt Memorics, the plaineſt Teachers, and the moſt | ih . 
- ſtrated Learners. [2 ith 


